
Readings for Sunday 2nd AUGUST 2026 

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

Old Testament Reading: 1 Macc. 3: 1 – 12 

Then his son Judas, who was called Maccabeus, took command in his place.  

All his brothers and all who had joined his father helped him; they gladly 
fought for Israel.  

He extended the glory of his people.  Like a giant he put on his breastplate; 
he bound on his armour of war and waged battles, protecting the camp by 
his sword.  

He was like a lion in his deeds, like a lion’s cub roaring for prey.  

He searched out and pursued those who broke the law; he burned those who 
troubled his people.  

Lawbreakers shrank back for fear of him; all the evildoers were confounded; 
and deliverance prospered by his hand.  

He embittered many kings, but he made Jacob glad by his deeds, and his 
memory is blessed for ever.  

He went through the cities of Judah; he destroyed the ungodly out of the 
land; thus he turned away wrath from Israel.  

He was renowned to the ends of the earth; he gathered in those who were 
perishing.  

Apollonius now gathered together Gentiles and a large force from Samaria to 
fight against Israel.  

When Judas learned of it, he went out to meet him, and he defeated and 
killed him. Many were wounded and fell, and the rest fled.  

Then they seized their spoils; and Judas took the sword of Apollonius, and 
used it in battle for the rest of his life.  

 

Cont/d….  



New Testament: 2 Pet. 1: 1 – 15 

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,  

To those who have received a faith as precious as ours through the 
righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: May grace and peace be 
yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.  

His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  

Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may escape from the corruption that is 
in the world because of lust, and may become participants in the divine 
nature.  

For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with 
goodness, and goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, and 
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love.  

For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they keep you 
from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

For anyone who lacks these things is short-sighted and blind, and is forgetful 
of the cleansing of past sins.  

Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and 
election, for if you do this, you will never stumble.  

For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ will be richly provided for you.  

Therefore I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you know 
them already and are established in the truth that has come to you.  

I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory,  since I 
know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made clear to me.  And I will make every effort so that after my departure you 
may be able at any time to recall these things.  


