
RIP:  
DORA BUSH ~ [Funeral at St Mary’s Church, Meare, Friday 13th February, 12noon] 

CAROL CAPALDI 
EDWARD GILLING ~ [Funeral in St John’s Church, Tuesday 3rd February, 11am] 

JOAN PARKER 
PHILIP WHITCOMBE ~ [Funeral in St John’s Church, Wednesday 4th February, 11.30am] 

     Sunday 1st FEBRUARY 2026 

 CANDLEMAS 
Edition 4 

WEEKLY NEWS  

Patricia Ackroyd   
Neill Bonham  
Joyce Canning   
Andrew Cranston   
Christine Dixon   
Claire Dixon   
Janet Dray  
John Foreman   
Paul Fouracres 
Ewan Hayes  
Paulette Langley   
Brian Low   
Kay Rayner   
Ev Ridout  
Eric Stockley    
Brian & Freda  Williams  
John Wire   
Margaret Wooley 

Please Pray For…. 

Readings for today... 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
St John’s Church: David Smith : cleevehippo@gmail.com / Mob 07921 820 047    

Derek Dorey: dwd@mbzonline.net / (01458) 830894 
— 

St Ben’s Church:  Liz Pearson: liz_pearson@btinternet.com  / Mob 07967 046 672  
John Musgrove: john@stbens-glastonbury.uk  

— 
St Mary’s Church, Meare:  Hilary Sage: hmsage@btinternet.com / (01458) 860197 

Rachel Robinson: robinsonrachelm@btinternet.com / Mob 07947 049 189 

PARISH OFFICE: Tel : (01458) 830060  / Email : abbeyparishes@gmail.com  

Office Hours w/c 2nd February : Tues - Fri, 8.30am - 1pm 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying,  ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation,  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles    and for glory to your 
people Israel.’  And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.  

VICAR  

The Revd. Alice Watson 

Mob: 07816 920 576 

email: revalicewatson@gmail.com 

Day off: Tuesday 3rd FEBRUARY 

New Testament Reading: Hebrews 2.14-end 
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able 
to help those who are being tested.  

mailto:liz_pearson@btinternet.com


 

Safeguarding within the Benefice: This Benefice is committed to the safeguarding of all people.  
A copy of the current Safeguarding Policy is available on St John’s and St Ben’s church websites:  

stjohns-glastonbury.uk              stbens-glastonbury.uk  
& in the porch of St Mary’s Church, Meare, www.meare-pc.gov.uk  

To report an issue, please contact the Benefice Safeguarding Officer:  
Helen Roper   safeguarding@stbens-glastonbury.uk   Mobile 07436 856 451 or, 

the Diocesan Safeguarding Manager:  Ben Goodhind (01749) 588917 /  ben.goodhind@bathwells.anglican.org  

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS & SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE: 
MONDAYS: Talking Café with poetry group, digital café, Art Therapy & lots more,  9.30am - 2pm, ST JOHN’S CHURCH  

TUESDAYS: Morning Prayer 9am, ST JOHN’S CHURCH;  Holy Communion 10.30am, ST PATRICK’S CHAPEL, THE ABBEY 
 

THURSDAYS: Comfort Café, 2pm, CHURCH LANE HUB & CONFERENCE CENTRE,  3 Church Lane, Glastonbury   
~ Supporting those dealing with grief 

 

FRIDAYS: Holy Communion, 9.30am, ST MARGARET’S CHAPEL;  “Post Office Coffee Mornings”, 10am - 12noon, CHURCH ROOMS, MEARE 

SUNDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2026 
The Second Sunday Before Lent 

at St John's Church … 
10am: Sung Eucharist 

10.30am: St Ben’s at the URC for shared worship 
oOo 

SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2026 
The Sunday Next Before Lent 

at St John's Church … 
10am: Sung Eucharist 

4pm: St Ben’s Healing & Wholeness Service 
 

   On this day... 1327 Edward III is crowned King of England aged 14, though the country is ruled by his 
mother Queen Isabella and her lover Roger Mortimer  

CONCERTS & EVENTS at  
        ST JOHN’S CHURCH….. 

 

Thursday 5th FEBRUARY, 1pm 
Lunchtime Concert: Ester Kosar sings German Lieder 

Tuesday 10th February, 1pm 
The St John’s Jazz Gig: Richard Llewelyn {guitar} and  

Hywel Davies {melodica} 
Thursday 12th February, 1pm 

Lunchtime Concert: Sara Vian & Friends 
Thursday 19th February, 1pm 

Lunchtime Concert: Joyce Rudall {recorder ensemble} 
Thursday 26th February, 1pm 

Lunchtime Concert: Gina Cleverly & Louise Gass {flute duets} 

St John’s After Service Coffee 
The chance  to grab a coffee or tea following our 10am Service is such a great opportunity for fellowship, both 

with friends and visitors ,but we do need more volunteers to enable this to continue each and every week.  
Everything is provided and just entails arriving 20 minutes before the service begins, to set up and likewise 

clearing away at the end. We always have teams of two or three.  
If you were able to commit to one Sunday a month that would be absolutely fantastic. Please see Caroline 

Masters after the service or email me at mrscarolinemasters@gmail.com . Thank you! 

REQUEST FROM THE VICAR... 
Please could you bring your old palm crosses 

into church, so that these can be burnt for 
Ash Wednesday.  Thank you. 
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