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Pray for your Gifts 
The time of Pentecost is a good time to pray for an opportunity to 
once again use any gifts that have had to be suspended due to the 
crisis.  Many of us help out in ways that cannot be used during the 
lock down.  The church and the community will need our gifts when 
we transition into a new normal.  Ministers and preachers will need 
once again to write sermons, readers organists and choirs will need to 
practice. Those who welcome at the church door, take, or count, the 
collection and those who make and serve refreshments will all be 
important within our own Church community—but it goes much 
further.  Many Christians in Glastonbury help the whole community 
by their charitable work much of which has had to be suspended.  
The foodbank has managed to carry on with social distancing 
measures in place but many other initiatives have had to be 
suspended.  Much of the free food provision to the homeless and 
underprivileged has been suspended at present. In the midst of this, 
however, there is a beacon of hope provided with  appropriate 
safeguards by Glastonbury URC who are now providing breakfasts 
two days a week and lunch on a third.  Please pray for those 
providing this provision to those in need. 

Remote Worship 
During the current crisis the way 
we worship the Lord together has 
developed using modern 
communications. This may be 
different but is not that new.  For 
large events such as when the 
Pope visited Britain we have used 
technology to extend the reach of 
the message, in 1982 at Wembley 
many Catholics attended the 
Pope’s Mass in the car park as 
there was not enough room in the 
stadium.   Most churches use 
microphones and loudspeakers to 
enhance the delivery of the word 
to the congregation. Is it so very 
different to worship over the 
internet, either passively or 
actively using Zoom?  When Jesus 
says “when two or more are 
gathered in my name” how 
physically close do we need to be?  
Does an internet connection 
count?    To God all is possible. 

What are your Gifts? 
If we are to pray for our gifts do we need to know what our own gifts 
are?  How many different gifts does the Spirit provide?  In Acts we 
are told of the gift of tongues, and when the crowd think them drunk 
Peter tells them of the prophecy of Joel that predicts the gift of 
prophesy.   The gifts of the spirit are listed in various places in the 
Epistles each time with a slightly different emphasis. The variation 
might suggest that the list is not a definitive statement of all possible 
gifts but rather that the spirit provides different gifts to different 
people. The gifts described in the bible are gifts for that time and in 
our time different but related gifts may be necessary.  Do not think 
that the gift you have must be one of those listed in scripture, it may 
be different.  It is through faith and prayer that we will know which 
gifts the spirit has given each of us and they will be different each 
from the other as the Spirit moves within us. We should all therefore 
pray that we recognise the gifts we have been given and that we can 
use them for the good of God and his Holy Church. A preacher of my 
acquaintance has given me a prayer that you may find appropriate:  

 

Holy Spirit, breath of life, Come to us now to guide us.  Holy Spirit, 
breath of life, We need your wisdom and love.  Holy Spirit, breath of 
life, Fill our hearts with love and purpose. Amen. 
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Come Holy Spirit 

Fill the hearts of thy faithful ... 
Veni Sancte Spiritus, the Latin from which we get Come Holy Spirit has 
been used for centuries as a prayer and as a sequence for Mass at 
Pentecost. The sequence, which has also been translated into hymns, is 
attributed to various people in the medieval period including Pope 
Innocent III and Cardinal Stephen Langton who was Archbishop of 
Canterbury in the 13th Century.  The Veni Sancte Spiritus is one of only 
four medieval Sequences that were preserved in the Roman Missal in the 
16th Century.  

As the start of a prayer, which will be familiar to Catholics, the phrase 
Come holy Spirit leads into an invocation very appropriate for Pentecost. 
The full prayer often recited with a partial response is :  

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love.  

V. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.  

R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.   

O’ God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the 
faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and 
ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord,  Amen 

Breath of God 

In  John’s Gospel  Jesus breathed 
on the disciples and tells them 
“receive the Holy Spirit”.  When 
we reach Pentecost we are told in 
Acts that there was a noise like a 
strong wind before tongues of fire 
came to rest on the Disciples. 
These are physical signs of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit that 
have been recognised by 
Christians for generations.   In the 
19th century Edwin Hatch used 
this to inspire his hymn Breath on 
me Breath of God.  This is a hymn 
that has made its way into 
hundreds of hymn books as a 
powerful hymn for Pentecost but 
which can be used at other times. 
The hymn has also been 
rearranged with a new tune by 
Roger Jones for his Christian 
musical “Saints Alive”.  This 
musical has been performed by 
Churches Together in Glastonbury 
in the town hall with over fifty 
people from our churches taking 
part in 1994. The musical was also 
sung in 2001 but the numbers 
involved are not known. In the 
current circumstances it is not 
possible to gather and celebrate 
our Christianity in this way but 
hopefully when the current crisis 
is resolved we can think of 
celebrating again in this form, a 
celebration for Christians and a 
witness to the town.  As the hymn 
says Breathe on me, Breath of 
God, fill me with life anew, that I 
may love the way you love, and do 
what you would do.  With a new 
life after the crisis shall we be able 
use that new life to love the Lord 
and demonstrate our love to the 
town in joyous song. 

A look at 1 Corinthians 12 
The  lectionary readings for Pentecost move from the first letter of Peter 
to the first of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians. The passage chosen is 
Paul writing about the gifts of the Spirit—a very relevant topic for 
Pentecost. Paul tells us that there are different spiritual gifts but that they 
all come from the Spirit.  It is the same God that works in us and helps 
us in what we do. Paul then gives one of his lists of the gifts of the Spirit 
and says that it is the Holy Spirit who decides which gifts we should 
have. 
In the context of Churches together and Christian unity perhaps the most 
import part of 1 Corinthians 12 is the end of the lectionary reading and 
the verses that follow the allocated passage.  In verses 12 and 13 Paul 
compares the Church to the body, whilst the body is made up of many 
parts so is Christ, he says. We were all baptised by one Spirit and given 
one Spirit to drink.  Paul expands on the explanation in the later verses 
by showing that all parts of the body are important and that they need 
each other.  We are the body of Christ. Each of us is a part of the body 
with various gifts, we do not all have the same gifts. 

Support your Church - Support your ministers 
In these difficult times please remember your Church community and give 

them your support in whatever ways you can.  If you normally support your 

Church by giving cash to the collection at services please consider setting up 

a standing order or bank transfer at this time. Your Church will give you the 

details you need, If you already give by standing order can you increase the 

amount you give?  With our support and our prayers we will all come out of 

the current crisis stronger than before.  There are those in society who think, 

because we have big buildings, Churches are well off, nothing could be 

further from the truth and our financial and prayer support are needed as 

much as ever. 


