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Back to Church - but 
As the short lock down ends on 2nd December we are allowed back 
into our churches for worship services as well as private prayer, but 
there may be differences.  We are told that Mendip, the area covering 
Glastonbury, has been placed in tier 2 for covid restrictions. The 
rules for tier 2 state “places of worship remain open but you must not 
socialise with people from outside of your household or support 
bubble while you are indoors there, unless a legal exemption 
applies”.   This may not make much difference in some cases but it 
does reduce interactions between families to make services more 
covid secure.  It is important that churches do not become associated 
with spreading the virus so the rules imposed on us by the 
government are important even if the perception of risk is low. The 
infection rate locally has been lower than the national average but 
whilst we hear cases are going down nationally the latest available 
figures for Glastonbury town show that infections are rising. There 
was a short peak in September followed by a lull but in November a 
bigger spike has occurred and on 25th November, the latest published 
date, cases were still rising. Next door in Street the spike has been 
even bigger and the case rate has been more than three times that for 
Glastonbury. The situation is continually changing and the tiers will 
be reviewed regularly.  Some scientists predict that the tiers will go 
up whilst politicians are pressing for them to go down. An increase to 
tier 3 would not change the rules for public worship whilst a 
reduction to tier 1 would allow the rule of 6 to apply so that “you 
must not attend or socialise in groups of more than 6 people”.   

Getting ready 

Issue 19 Advent 2 

Advent is about getting ready and sees lots of preparations both 
in our secular life and in our church life.  But things will be 
different this year so the preparations will have to be different 
too.  In a year without covid we would expect churches to be 
packed for Christmas services but with social distancing the 
numbers will have to be limited.  Instead of planning extra 
seating this year plans will have to include risk assessment of 
numbers and the possibility of turning people away when safe 
numbers are reached.  Should we worry about the “once a year” 
Christians who only turn up at Christmas?  At this time the 
answer should be yes as these are the people who will need the 
strength of God the most. So preparation is needed, will people 
turn up without face masks - how do we provide the Christmas 
experience without the congregations being able to sing carols? 

Calendar Online 
The online advent calendar is now 
open to view.  At the time of writing 
there were still some days to fill so 
check the St Benedict’s website and 
make your suggestions for items to 
fill the advent calendar.   If you can 
please contribute a web link to a 
video, a piece of music, a picture, a 
poem, a passage of scripture, etc. – 
something of meaning to you. 
Please also view and enjoy the 
calendar at:- 
 www.apdiary.ukpc.net/
AdventCalendar.php 
 

Carols Online 
Remember the online carols over the 
weekend organised by South West 
carols.  The carols will be streamed 
live from 7pm on both Saturday 6th 
and Sunday 7th. You can join them 
via Facebook, YouTube or via their 
website at:- 
www.southwestcarols.com  
It is expected that the carols will be 
available after the event on 
YouTube but if you are free why not 
watch them live. 

http://www.southwestcarols.com


Advent under Covid 

Some thoughts from Jacqueline 
The Christmas season is upon us.     Actually, it’s been upon us for a 
while now, we are told to order our presents and cards early to ensure 
delivery in time.    All the news is about how many people we will be 
able to see on Christmas day.    About how the High Street shops will go 
out of business if we are not allowed to go and buy presents for our 
friends.    But I must say that all the hype around the holiday season 
troubles me.    I think that we are in danger of missing the point of what 
Christmas is really about.   Yes, it’s great to receive gifts from those you 
love.   It’s even more special when you find the perfect thing for 
someone who you love that shows them how you care;  but the gift 
giving and the decorations are really secondary to what we are 
celebrating at Christmas.   Christmas is a time to celebrate the truth of 
Jesus’ birth.    That birth, for it to truly be the special thing that we long 
for, it needs to be seen in a bigger picture.    You see, the people of 
Jesus’ day had been waiting for a Messiah for centuries.   They had been 
expecting, longing, trusting that God would send a saviour.    God 
promised to send a saviour to his people and he did, he sent his own Son.   
Again and again, at Jesus’ birth and throughout his life you will hear the 
words,  “this happened to fulfil the prophecy.”    Jesus was God’s 
fulfilment of a great promise.    So Christmas really is a celebration of 
the fact that God keeps his promises. 
The anxieties and worries of life we often view – or at least I do – as 
unavoidable;  and at the moment covid presents us with so many 
worries.    We cannot but face the worries of life.   We are alive, after all, 
but the scripture says that if we are weighed 
down by those worries we are at risk of 
missing the movement of God’s kingdom 
among us.   God is among us, and we need 
to keep in touch;   We need to share our 
worries with him not let them dominate our 
mind to the exclusion of time with God, 
because after all, that is the good news of 
the New Testament.   Jesus did come and he 
brought God’s kingdom into this world, 
Jesus came to lift the worries from our 
minds.   He came because we’re worth it.    

A look at the lectionary - Advent two 

On Jordan’s bank 

 

With the lectionary readings this 
week looking at John the Baptist it 
seems appropriate to consider the 
hymn “On Jordan’s Bank the 
Baptist Cry announces that the 
Lord is nigh”.  The story of John is 
covered by the first two verses –the 
first announcing the coming of 
Christ bringing good tidings from 
the King of Kings. In the second 
we then move on to John baptising 
to forgive sins and make straight 
the way for God which takes us to 
today's lectionary readings from 
Isaiah and the start of Mark.  
Moving away from this theme in 
the third verse we hear that the 
Lord is our salvation without who's 
grace we would fade away.  In the 
fourth verse we carry on with Jesus 
ministry to heal the sick  and ask 
that earths glory is restored 
through the Lord’s light.  The 
hymn finishes with praise for the 
Trinity and talks about the Son’s 
arrival using the word advent 
which links us back to this season. 
This hymn was  written in the 18th 
century in Latin by Frenchman 
Charles Coffin. It was  translated 
in the 19th century by John 
Chandler vicar of Witely, the place 
where he was born.  It is well 
know appearing in many hymn 
books.  The tune usually used, 
Winchester New,  originates in the 
17th century and was rearranged 
by William Havergal in the 19th 
century to the tune we know today.  

Last week we heard about the second coming and that 
we do not know when it will happen. That theme is 
continued in this week’s Epistle reading from the 
second letter of Peter.  At the beginning of Chapter 3 
Peter says he writes so that we may do some honest 
thinking - to not forget what the prophets taught nor 
the apostles teaching of what the Lord has commanded 
us to do. We live through time but Peter says that to 
God a day is like a thousand years and a thousand 
years are like a day.   The Lord is not slow about 
keeping his promises but rather patient waiting so that 
people turn from sin so that none may be lost.  The 
return of the Lord will be unexpected like a thief in the 
night but we should be waiting and make sure that we 
are pure, spotless and living at peace. The Epistle is of 
course the second reading and the lectionary readings 

for this week start with a prophesy in Isaiah 40 where 
a voice crying in the wilderness make straight the 
paths is a prophecy of John the Baptist preparing for 
Jesus coming. We hear in Luke that John was a cousin 
of Jesus and was just a few months older, both having 
been in the womb at the same time. This theme is 
continued in the Gospel reading. Having started 
Advent in the middle of Mark’s Gospel  this week we 
go back to the beginning where we hear first a version 
of the quote from Isaiah that was the first reading.  
Mark then moves on not to the birth of Jesus but 
decades later to the ministry of his cousin John in the 
desert fulfilling that prophecy.  John himself baptised 
people in the river Jordan but told of the coming of 
Jesus saying someone more powerful would baptise 
not with water but with the Holy Spirit. 


