
Thursday 27th February  

But I say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good 

to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on 

the cheek, offer the other one also; and from anyone 

who takes away your coat do not withhold even your 

shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if 

anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

Luke 6.27-31 
 

God doesn’t want your careful virtue. God wants your 

reckless generosity. Francis Spufford 

 

Friday 28th February  

If you love those who love you, what credit is that to 

you? For even sinners love those who love them. If 

you do good too those who do good to you, what 

credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same. If 

you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 

what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners 

to receive as much again. Luke 6.32-34 
 

We are called to represent Christ spontaneously and 

with incalculable consequences in the pedestrian 

obscurity of everyday life. Hans Jurgen Schultz 

 

Saturday 29th February 

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 

nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you 

will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 

ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful just as your 

father is merciful. Luke 6.35-36 
 

Every creative act of ours in relation to other people – 

an act of love, of pity, of help, of peacemaking – not 

merely has a future but is eternal. Nicolas Berdyaev 

 

 

 

                                          
 

 

 

 

You can also find copies of the Daily Office and suggested 

readings on St John’s website under ‘Latest News’ 

 

Reproduced and printed from original material from St 

James’s Piccadilly.  Sincere thanks to the community there for 

their generosity in sharing these resources with us. 
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Holding on to the Silence 
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Weekly Collects and Daily Readings from  

      Sunday 16th – Saturday 29th February               

  
Collect for Sunday 16th - Saturday 22nd February  

Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the 

earth and made us in your own image: teach us to 

discern your hand in all our works, and your likeness 

in all your children; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Collect for Sunday 23rd - Saturday 29th February 

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus 

Christ: may we who are partakers at his table reflect 

his life in word and deed, that all the world may know 

his power to change and save. We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Daily Readings: 

 

Sunday 16th February 

Then Levi gave a great banquet in his house; and there 

was a large crowd of tax-collectors and others sitting 

at the table with them .The Pharisees and their scribes 

were complaining to his disciples, saying, ‘Why do 

you eat and drink with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 

Jesus answered, ‘Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call 

not the righteous but sinners to repentance. 

Luke 5.29-32 
 

Feed my sheep, feed my sheep. He didn’t say, ‘feed 

my sheep after you check ID.’ Sara Miles 

 

Monday 17th February  

Then they said to him, ‘John’s disciples, like the   

disciples of the Pharisees, frequently fast and pray, but 

your disciples eat and drink.’ Jesus said to them, ‘You 

cannot make wedding guests fast while the 

bridegroom is with them, can you? The days will come 

when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, 

and they will fast in those days.’ Luke 5.33-35 
 

In Jesus there is the quiet strong serenity of one who 

seeks to conquer by love, and not by strife of words. 

William Barclay  

 

 

 



Tuesday 18th February 

He also told them a parable. ‘No one tears a piece from 

a new garment and sews it onto an old garment; 

otherwise the new will be torn, and the new will not 

match the old. And no one puts new wine into old 

wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins 

and will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 

But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And 

no one after drinking old wine desires new wine, but 

says, ‘The old is good.’ Luke 5. 36-38 
 

 It is not what you are or what you have been that God 

looks at with merciful eyes, but what you desire to be.  

The Cloud of Unknowing 

 

Wednesday 19th February  

One sabbath, going through cornfields, Jesus’ disciples 

picked some heads of corn, rubbed them with their 

hands and ate them. But some of the Pharisees said, 

‘Why are you doing what is not lawful on the 

sabbath?’ Jesus answered, ‘Have you not read what 

David did when he and his companions were hungry? 

He entered the house f God and took and ate the bread 

of the Presence, which is not lawful for any but the 

priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?’ 

Then he said, ‘The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.’  

Luke 6.1-5 
 

Reality is not neatly mirrored in any creed. 

Mark Oakley 

 

Thursday 20th February  

On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and 

taught, and there was a man whose right hand was 

withered. The scribes and Pharisees watched to see 

whether he would cure on the sabbath, so they could 

accuse him. Even though he knew what they were 

thinking, he said to the man, ’Come and stand here.’  

Luke 6.6-8  
 

In our places of worship 

And where there is no faith, 

Come Lord, hold us in your love, and heal us. 

Anne Lewin 

 

Friday 21st February 

The Jesus said to them, ’Is it lawful to do good or to do 

harm on the sabbath, to save life or destroy it?’ After 

looking around at all of them he said, ‘Stretch out your 

hand.’ He did so and his hand was restored. But the 

Pharisees were filled with fury and discussed what 

they might do to Jesus. Luke 6,9-11 
 

In a time of universal deceit telling the truth is a 

revolutionary act. George Orwell 

 

Saturday 22nd February 

He went up a mountain to pray, and spent the whole 

night praying. When day came he called his disciples 

and chose twelve of them, whom he named apostles: 

Simon, whom he named Peter, his brother Andrew, 

James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 

James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas son of 

James and Judas Iscariot. Luke 6.12-16 
 

To have faith is to meet the world with the conviction 

that in spite of all its ambiguities and evils, there can 

be discerned in it the reality of love and a ground of 

hope. John Macquarrie 

 

Sunday 23rd February 

He came down with them and found a great 

crowd of disciples and people from near and far who 

had come to hear him and to be healed. All were 

trying to touch him, for power came out of him, and 

he healed them all. Luke 6.17-19  
 

Just as a circle embraces all that is within it, so does the 

God-head embrace all.  Hildegard of Bingen 

 

Monday 24th February 

Then he looked at his disciples and said,’ Blessed are 

you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God. 

Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be 

filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 

laugh. Luke 6.20-21 
 

God does not explain why there is suffering – God 

suffers alongside us. God does not explain why there 

is sorrow - God became the sorrowful one. God does 

not explain why there is humiliation - God practises 

self-emptying love. We are no longer alone in our vast 

loneliness. God is with us. Leonardo Boff 

 

Tuesday 25th February  

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they 

exclude you, revile you and defame you on account of 

the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, 

for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 

what their ancestors did to the prophets. Luke 6.22-23 
 

We are no longer in solitude, but rather in solidarity. 

The arguments from reason are silenced. It is the heart 

that speaks. It tells of a God who does not ask 

questions but who acts, who does not offer 

explanations but lives out an answer. Leonardo Boff 

 

Wednesday 26th February 

But woe to you who are rich, for you have received 

your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for 

you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing 

now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when 

all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 

did to the false prophets. Luke 6.24-26 
 

Selfish persons are incapable of loving others, but they 

are not capable of loving themselves. Erich From 


